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COALITION FOR HIGH
PERFORMANCE RECYCLING

RECYCLING CHALLENGES

Washington's recycling system is letting us down. Even though we work hard and take
pride in keeping our environment clean, only 30% of beverage containers - plastic, alu-
minum, or glass - are recycled today’. Too much recyclable packaging ends up as litter
and plastic pollution in Washington’s waterways, parks, and streets.

LITTER AND PLASTIC
POLLUTION IN OUR WATERS

Litter and plastic pollution are
harming our environment. And as
increasing amounts of plastic,
aluminum, and glass containers

end up in Washington's
waterways, it hurts vulnerable
marine animals like salmon,
orcas, and coastal birds.

LITTER COSTS
TAXPAYERS MONEY

Currently in Washington, more
than 26 million pounds of
litter is collected along our
roads and highways?, costing
the state $12 million per year
in cleanup costs.
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POLLUTION HARMS THE
ECONOMY AND FAMILIES

Plastic pollution in Washington’s
farmlands and waterways harms
local farmers and fishermen,
threatens our food supply, and
endangers the state’s salmon
and shellfish industries—key
parts of our economy, heritage,
and local pride.
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litter collected along Washington's coasts each year.?



https://www.ball.com/getmedia/4a9625c4-32d8-44df-a8af-e2d443f0668f/50-States-of-Recycling-2-0-Summary-Deck_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ball.com/getmedia/4a9625c4-32d8-44df-a8af-e2d443f0668f/50-States-of-Recycling-2-0-Summary-Deck_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ball.com/getmedia/4a9625c4-32d8-44df-a8af-e2d443f0668f/50-States-of-Recycling-2-0-Summary-Deck_FINAL.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/solid-waste-litter/litter/litter-pickup

COALITION FOR HIGH
PERFORMANCE RECYCLING

The Solution
RECYCLING REFUNDS

Washington State has just enacted a sweeping environmental policy to address improvements
in solid waste management. However, this new law does not enable an effective recycling pro-
gram for highly recyclable plastic, aluminum, or glass beverage containers. Importantly, this
new law does not address litter.

HB 1607/SB 5502 establishes a Recycling Refunds program where Washingtonians pay a
10-cent deposit when they purchase a drink in plastic, aluminum, or glass containers, and they
receive a 10-cent refund when they return the container to be recycled or reused. Drop-off loca-
tions would be located throughout the state, including places that offer immediate refunds, in
addition to stores in local communities that choose to participate in the program. These bag
drop locations in retail parking lots would be funded by beverage companies, not Washington
residents.

A RECYCLING REFUNDS

PROGRAM HAS BROAD SUPPORT

i HOW A RECYCLING REFUNDS
U PROGRAM WILL HELP

Research from other places that have similar Across parties and across the state, a recycling
programs - including Oregon and British Colum- refunds program has overwhelming public
bia- shows a recycling refunds program will support, and the more Washingtonians learn
increase recycling for these drink containers about it the more supportive they are. A recy-
from 30% to 90%*. This means a significant cling refunds program starts out with 67%

- reduction in the waste we send to landfills and support, and after learning more about how
pollution to our waters. Individuals are motivated the program works, statewide support grows
to recycle their containers because each contain- to 75%¢.
er has value. Returning containers means getting
a refund. 67% 75%

Support rate before Support rate after

Getting litter off the roads and out of waterways
means helping the environment, protecting our
waters, marine life, and food supply, as well as
saving Washingtonians millions of dollars in litter
clean up.

A recycling refunds program could
reduce litter by more than 80%°.
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https://www.chprecycling.org
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2207022.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1607&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5502&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://www.ball.com/getmedia/4a9625c4-32d8-44df-a8af-e2d443f0668f/50-States-of-Recycling-2-0-Summary-Deck_FINAL.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/solid-waste-litter/litter/litter-pickup
https://www.reloopplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/RELOOP_Factsheet_Performance_May2024_Web.pdf
https://www.reloopplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/RELOOP_Factsheet_Performance_May2024_Web.pdf
https://www.reloopplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/DRS-Factsheet-Litter-summary-5FEB2021.pdf
https://chprecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/CHPR-Memo-WA-Survey.pdf
https://chprecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/CHPR-Memo-WA-Survey.pdf
https://chprecycling.org/

